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Welcome New Board Fellow 

 We are delighted to welcome Shannon Hawkins as our newest Olin 

School of Business Board Fellow and member of the Mary Ryder Home Board 

of Directors.   

 Shannon comes to us with a BS in Civil Engineering earned at New 

Mexico State University and 19 years of experience with Boeing in their  

Defense division. A traveler at heart, Shannon has called New Mexico and 

Washington State home; and Indiana, Michigan and Florida homes-away-from 

home. Now settled in “The Lou,” Shannon is eager to shake up the norm and 

explore the evolving nature of non-profits and volunteer programs. She turns to 

the Washington University’s Olin School of Business Executive MBA program 

to helper her explore this avenue.  

 Being new to St. Louis, Shannon elected to “throw caution to the wind” 

in hopes of being paired by Olin with a women focused organization. And like 

Shannon, we are very glad she did! “It is such a gift that the matching hap-

pened the way it did,” says Shannon. Immediately after her assignment, Shan-

non visited MRH and joined us at our Jubilee. “The Jubilee was a perfect in-

tro,” she attests. Getting to know the ladies, their stories and being part of the    

             … continued in column on page 4 



Jubilee Event Reflections 

 May 5th 2018 - Cinco de Mayo, Derby 

Day, Mary Ryder Home Jubilee!  

 Our Jubilee is a celebration of friends 

and family—the loving bonds that form be-

tween Residents, volunteers and donors and 

the friendships we share. This year, our Jubi-

lee also sported some Derby Day fun! 

 From jockeys at the check-in table to 

an auctioned Evening at Fairmount Park 

Black Stallion Room, everyone was wearing 

derby hats and having fun! Our Master of 

Ceremonies, Ben Nordstrom, was lively and 

engaging as he welcomed our guests into din-

ner with a few verses of One Mint Julep,  fol-

lowed by several trays of Mint Juleps to cir-

culate among the tables. What wonderful 

cheer our guests had, what a wonderful even-

ing!    

 The Mary Ryder Home Singers 

showed us their spirits as they serenaded us 

with some of their favorite melodies.  During Fund-

Our-Need, several guests joined the illustrious ranks 

of the Mary Ryder Society. Welcome Home, we’re 

glad to have you aboard! Another 38 of our guests 

renewed their Mary Ryder Society commitment dur-

ing Fund-Our-Need or by their charitable donations. 

 After our Singers gave us an Irish Blessing, 

dinner was served. Two lucky tables partook of a dec-

adent steak and lobster meal, while all spoke of the 

evening’s festivities. 

 But no one spoke of the unexpected Live Auc-

tion twist! After raising nearly $38,000 from our Live 

Auction, there was one prize left to be unveiled  - a 

Yeti Cooler and 11 select liquors to go with it! Just 

one paddle raise and this prize could have been any-

one’s. Eventually, after some competitive paddle rais-

ing, the Yeti and Spirits was won (and an additional 

$6,200 was raised for our ladies!) 

 Then, like all good things, our Jubilee came to 

an end.  Thank you to all for coming out and support-

ing the fine ladies of Mary Ryder Home at our Jubi-

lee! Because of your support and commitment the 

Mary Ryder Home netted a profit of more than 

$178,600! Thank you. 

Royce (in derby horse hat) & DeeAnne Smelcer with 

their Jockey volunteers, selling Golden Raffle Tickets. 

Debbie Sanders & Pat Ellis in fashionable Derby Day 

hats, picture taken by Tim Parker Photography. 

 

For more photos of our Jubilee 2018, please email 

Development Coordinator, Emily Woll, at 

ewoll@maryryderhome.org for links to Tim Parker 

Photography’s MRH Jubilee page and to Drop Box. 
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Proudly Sponsoring Mary Ryder Home 

 

 

 The Kaintz Family 
  

 

 

The Wiegers Family 

Spotlight Column: 

Judy and Her Gardens 

 

I was brought up on a 

farm, and my dad had a 

garden. I would help 

my mom and dad in the 

garden planting food—

green beans, strawber-

ries, corn and water-

melon.  
 

I’ve been at Mary Ry-

der Home for about 

seven years now, and I 

enjoy working in the 

garden beds—it re-

minds me of my child-

hood. I’ll work in the 

garden early in the 

morning or in the late 

afternoon. I don’t have 

a favorite flower; I love 

them all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am happy to be part 

of the Mary Ryder 

Home family. I’m hap-

py spending time with 

the flowers, I love to 

color and play games—

any games (but espe-

cially when I can win 

stars at Bingo!)  

The Resident Registry 
 

 The Resident Registry is a wish list. It is a list of in-kind donation items 

that our Residents utilize regularly or would enjoy having. The Resident Regis-

try is composed of five individual lists, or Registries:  The Welcome Registry, 

Personal Supplies Registry, Activity & Outing Registry, Administration Aid 

Registry, and Building Beautification Registry. 

 The Welcome Registry contains important items that our newest family 

members can start using immediately.  Many of our new Residents don’t have 

much when they first arrive. These items help provide the comforts of a safe 

and caring home.  Personal Supplies Registry is full of personal care items and 

goods that that will be privately owned.  Activity & Outing Registry is com-

posed of the craft materials, game prizes and other items needed to live a 

healthy and active life style. We do a lot together in our Home – from crafts, to 

chair dancing, to group games, to day-trips and outings. This registry is in its 

highest demand during the Summer—when our ladies go on outings and many 

volunteers join us in playing games.  Administration Aid Registry helps the 

MRH staff care for our ladies by providing a few goods that will benefit 

many—like AA batteries for our Wii Remotes.  Building Beautification Regis-

try is all about supplying plants and decor that will help keep our Home beauti-

ful, inside and out.  

 For more information about the Resident Registry and how you, or your 

organization, can give please visit: www.maryryderhome.org/donors and look 

for the resident Registry link on your left. 



4 

Mary Ryder Home is looking to add to our 

Fabulous Family of  Staff!  

 
If  you, or someone you know, would like to pursue 

work in the non-profit sector, within an encouraging 

and cheerful environment  

then please visit  

Indeed.com for 

Mary Ryder Home  

employment opportunities. 

 

We are currently  

seeking a Maintenance  

Technician, Level 1  

Medication Aid for Nights,  

Evening Nurse’s Aid and  

Evening Dietary Aid.   

 
 

 

Welcome New Board 

Fellow,  

continued from page 1… 

 

 

Mary Ryder Home life 

will be a new adventure 

for Shannon, and one 

she heartily looks for-

ward to exploring.  

 

Looking to learn more  

academically and help-

ing others grow as she 

grows, Shannon will use 

her year as Board  

Fellow to develop  

strategic planning goals 

set to encompass the  

ever-changing  

philanthropic landscape 

around us. We welcome 

her fresh perspectives 

and new insights to help 

serve all the ladies here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you, Shannon, 

for joining the Mary  

Ryder Home family! 

And welcome to  

Cardinal’s Nation! 

Wine Not? A Reflection of our Inaugural Social 
 

 On March 22nd a few of our Society friends joined us at Grape Vine 

Wines in Kirkwood for an evening of socializing and a wonderful wine 

tasting!  

 Did you know that no matter what color the grape, all juices pressed 

out are the same clear color? It is only the adding of the grape skins (with 

their varying colors and pH) into the juices that create a specific color. The 

darker the red wine color, for example, the longer the wine has soaked with 

the grape skins.  

 Brian, our wine connoisseur, led us on a tasteful adventure from 

France to Italy to California. We enjoyed sampling light and sweet wines 

as well as bold and savory wines—wines that would pair well with an ap-

petizer, the entrée or with dessert. Some wines were so scrumptious they 

could be the dessert! 

 A special thank you to Grape Vine Wines for a wonderful evening 

and gifting Mary Ryder Home with 10% of all sale proceeds from the 

evening. 

 Please be sure to join us at our next Society Social this fall! Be sure 

to bring a friend or two you would like to introduce to the Mary Ryder So-

ciety. 
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MRH Annual Trivia 
Night is happening  

Friday  
August 10th  

 
Kirkwood   

Community Center. 
Located at 111 

South Geyer Road, 
Kirkwood. 

 
Individual Tickets: 

$25 
 

Team Table of Ten: 
$250 

 
Sponsor-A-Round: 

$500 

Who Was the Person Called Mary Ryder?  Mary Ryder Series, Part 1 

 We all know the history of Mary Ryder Home. It was founded in 1930 by Mary Ryder and Kate 

McCalahan for women left in great need by the Great Depression. In 1954 the Home became a certified 

501c3 residential care facility and charity. In 1994 the Home opened its current location on Olive Street in the 

Central West End. Today MRH cares compassionately for St. Louis’ most vulnerable senior women. We 

know the Home’s history, we know Mary Ryder gave her name to the Home, but who was the woman named 

Mary Ryder? 

 Mary Elizabeth Murphy was born in 1878, fourth of ten children to a family of Irish immigrants. Her 

family, immigrating in 1848, moved quickly to the Saint Louis area and became part of the community who 

helped shape Saint Louis as we know it today. Long treasured by Irish Americans, libraries, singing societies 

and gymnasiums set the foundation for today’s community centers. Bringing 

communities and people together in one place to call “home” (whether home is 

a city or a house) was part of Mary’s everyday life and in her heritage.  

 Mary, herself, valued education and although was asked to quit school 

at the age of 12 to support her family, did eventually complete her schooling. 

At the beginning of her apprenticeship at a local printing business, Mary was 

unpaid, but after six months, brought $1 home to her family each week.  

 As the years passed Mary met and married a young man by the name of 

Robert Ryder in 1897. Her long time friend, Kate McClanahan stood as Mary’s 

bridesmaid in this happy union. Together Robert and Mary had four children 

before Robert’s untimely death at the age of 38 years.  

 Widowed and a mother of young ones, it was up to Mary to return to 

the workforce, once again, provide for her family.                            End Part 1.  
         (Part 2 in next issue) 
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Tim’s Take 
The Future is Now 
 

 MRH recently celebrated 88 years of service to women in need. 

That’s all great and dandy, but what about the future?  Is MRH relevant 

– are everyone’s needs taken care of already with the array of services 

and senior care facilities within St. Louis?  I am asked these questions by 

volunteers, funders and other interested parties.  Here is some perspec-

tive: 

 We serve a population of seniors and disabled women in need 

whom most other organizations do not want in residence.  That is a big 

statement, but it is true.  Many of our ladies have severe, persistent psy-

chiatric diagnoses, behavior problems and little or no income or insur-

ance.  They often have a lack of impulse control, limited cognitive skills 

and often poor social interactive skills.  As a result of these features, they 

are often victims of abuse at the hands of family, landlords, “friends” and 

total strangers.  In some cases, the fractured family dynamics are a func-

tion of their own treatment of their family members.  Substance abuse, 

PTSD and a myriad of chronic medical problems are often part of the 

equation of what led some of these women to our door.  

 Our role here is to provide compassionate care for them, whether 

they exhibit appreciation of that concern and care or not.  We are not 

here to judge, but rather to assist in repairing the harm that has been 

done; often that takes a very long time.  When it works, it is immensely 

rewarding to see women who have had little or no positive family dy-

namics re-establish and improve those relationships.  Our ability to pro-

vide these women with quality Clinicians, including Internists, Psychia-

trists and Therapists is critical component of making it all work.  Support 

to the ladies in terms of medication/ dietary compliance and lifestyle 

changes is a daily focus here and it does pay dividends in terms of the 

quality of life our ladies have.  We share scientifically developed surveys 

that exhibit quality of life satisfaction with major funders, including 

United Way of Greater St. Louis and the East Missouri Foundation. 

These surveys recognize the impact of our work on the quality of life for 

our residents.  That is what this work is all about! 

 St. Louis is home to many great senior care organizations.  Many 

of the will allow someone to stay long past the time when their financial 

resources dissipate; almost none will move someone in who has no mon-

ey, no insurance.  Mary Ryder Home has open arms to those in such dif-

ficult circumstances.  Our ability to do that is directly a function of your 

financial and volunteer support over the years.  

 We hope to continue this service to a much underserved and fast 

growing population for many years to come. Thank you for your loyal 

support of all these women and those yet to come through our door! 

Calling All Volunteers! 

What do you like to 

do for summer fun? 

Summer is one of our 

Residents’ busiest 

time of year. We have 

shopping trips, day 

trips out for entertain-

ment and fun, and 

easy days inside with 

Wii Bowling. 

 

The Mary Ryder 

Home is always in 

need of volunteers. If 

you enjoy book clubs, 

movie clubs, discus-

sion groups, board 

games, shopping 

sprees or trips to For-

est Park, perhaps 

you’d like to volunteer 

at Mary Ryder Home 

this summer! 

 

But what if you have a 

passion for gardening? 

Our Home garden is 

in need of helpful 

hands to plant and 

green thumbs to help 

us plant the best gar-

den we can have.  

 

Whatever your passion 

or summer fun thing 

is, Mary Ryder Home 

could use your talents 

and energy. Please vis-

it our website, to fill 

out an application or 

contact Terry Jones- 

Signaigo, our Volun-

teer Coordinator. 
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Our Residents don’t live 

where we work. We 

work in their Home. 

 

Mary Ryder Home 

Board of Directors 

Kelly Dolan 

 President 

Robert Wagner 

 Vice-President 

Meghan West 

 Secretary 

Charles J. Wiegers 

 Treasurer 

Charlie Brown Jr 

John Elser II 

Adam Fournie 

Shannon Hawkins 

Brenda Hofer 

Alishea Johnson 

Barbi Karl 

Rich McCartney 

Barbara Mercadante 

Deb Nash 

Barbara Pierce 

Jeremy Piquard 

H. Robert Sanders 

Meghan West 

 

Mary Ryder Home Staff 

Tim Butler 

 Executive Director 

Stefanie Osiek, MA-G 

 Program Director 

Yvette Scott, LPN 

 Nursing Supervisor 

Regina Boyd 

 Personal Care  

 Supervisor 
Marinda Nha 

       Evening & Weekend  

       Supervisor 

Terry Jones-Signaigo 

 Volunteer Coordinator 

 & Admin Assistant 

Emily Woll 

 Development  

 Coordinator 

Proudly Sponsoring Mary Ryder Home 

The Brockmeyer 

& Perez Families 

 

Sandra Brunsmann- 

          Hughes 

 

 The Dolan Family        Meghan West & 

         Jeanne Desmond 

and 

HVAC  Update 

 In our last Society Times issue we spoke about “staying cool” and our 

plan to update our HVAC system.  Well, I’m proud to report that the plan is 

under way with some success. 

 In late May, Lamke Trenching & Excavating, Inc. and Peters-Eichler 

Mechanical, Inc. helped us excavate our five wellheads - with 30 individual, 

500 feet deep wells - all located under our front parking lot.  The wells are re-

sponsible for circulating hundreds of gallons of ground temperature water 

through our HVAC system to heat or cool our Home as needed.  One well’s 

central, horizontal pipe had sprung a slow leak last year. This pipe was our first 

fix. With the success of the fix and the replacement of the four other aging  

horizontal pipes our ladies are chilling in the AC this summer!  

 Now we look to 

undertake a thorough 

descaling process of all 

30,000 feet of ver tical 

piping - which will help 

increase efficiency and 

keep operating costs 

low for years to come. 

Thank you for your  

support in providing a 

comfortable home for 

our ladies! 
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Mary Ryder Society Mission 

To support Mary Ryder Home 

by giving openheartedly with 

time and resources to  

better enhance the quality of 

life for St. Louis’ most  

vulnerable senior women. 

Mary Ryder Society of 


